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COVID-19 Update from Cottage Health – July 10, 2020 

  
SANTA BARBARA --  
  
Below is a status update as of July 10, 2020.   

 
• Cottage Health is caring for a total of 288 patients across all campuses. 

• 228 are acute care patients; 145 acute care beds remain available.   

• In surge planning, capacity is identified for adding 270 acute care beds. 

• Of the 228 acute care patients, 17 patients are on ventilators.  
69 ventilators remain available (adult, pediatric and neonatal ventilators). 

• Of the 228 acute care patients, 31 are in isolation with COVID-19 symptoms;  
29 are confirmed COVID-19 positive. 

• Of the 29 patients in isolation, 10 patients are in critical care. 

• From June 22-28:   
2,955 COVID-19 laboratory tests were collected by Cottage Health.  
Results: 139 positive, 2,813 negative, 3 pending 

• From June 29-July 5:   
3,658 COVID-19 laboratory tests were collected by Cottage Health.  
Results: 188 positive, 2,618 negative, 852 pending 
 

 
Letter to the Community  

Dear Community Members, 

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. We appreciate the 
community’s collective commitment to infection prevention practices. 
 
Unfortunately, the number of positive COVID-19 tests and the number of patients being hospitalized continue 
to rise. In early June, 1% of the COVID-19 tests performed by Cottage’s Pacific Diagnostic Laboratories tested 
positive. This week, 6% tested positive. Patients requiring hospitalization for COVID-19 have increased from 
four a month ago to 31 today, all cared for in isolation units separate from other patients. We continue to 
screen all who enter our hospitals and to test every patient being admitted for care. We are now preparing 
additional units for managing a projected further increase in patients with COVID-19. 



 
Because of these trends, this week we made the difficult decision to revert to visitor restrictions, with just a few 
limited exceptions for visitors permitted in the hospital. With the growing rate of community transmission, we 
have an increased urgency to protect our patients, our staff and our capacity for care. 
 
Starting Monday, July 13, we will make another change to keep us prepared. Following advice from medical 
staff, nursing, and infectious disease leadership, Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital will reduce its number of 
scheduled elective procedures by half. This will assure that we can provide life-saving care for the predicted 
surge of COVID-positive cases while still safely caring for patients who require emergency and essential care for 
non-COVID conditions. We are prepared to meet these needs and it is important that you continue to seek 
medical care when needed. 
 
While Cottage is successfully managing testing for those who require hospitalization and other procedures, 
access to broader testing is a challenge across our community and throughout the state. Cottage CareNow 
offers free online COVID assessments to the community, and those with signs and symptoms are referred for 
testing. Although there is a national shortage of testing supplies, we continue to pursue every option to further 
increase test capacity for those who meet public health testing criteria. 
 
The best way to protect yourself, our community, and all of our community’s essential workers, is to continue 
the precautions we have learned: wear a face covering, wash hands frequently, keep the 6-foot distance, and 
stay home as much as possible. We welcome your feedback and your suggestions. Please email us at 
cottagehealth@sbch.org.  
 
Thank you once again for your commitment to the health of our community during this challenging time.  

Sincerely, 
Ron Werft 
President & CEO 
Cottage Health 
 
 
 

 
 
About Cottage Health   www.cottagehealth.org 
The not-for-profit Cottage Health is the leader in providing advanced medical care to the Central Coast region.  Specialties include the 
Cottage Children’s Medical Center, Level 1 Trauma Center, Neuroscience Institute, Heart & Vascular Center, Center for Orthopedics, and 
Rehabilitation Hospital. The Cottage Health medical staff is comprised of more than 700 physicians, many with subspecialties typically 
found only at university medical centers. Last year, the Cottage Health hospitals in Goleta, Santa Barbara and Santa Ynez Valley provided 
inpatient care for 21,000 people, treated 80,000 patients through their 24-hour emergency departments and helped deliver 2,100 
newborns. 
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