Hilda Maldonado Biography
Hilda Maldonado is a proud bilingual educator and student
advocate. Maldonado began her career 32 years ago in L.A. Unified
School District (LAUSD) as a bilingual teacher and has risen to her
current role of Associate Superintendent of LAUSD, the second
largest district in America.
Maldonado’s leadership is informed by her personal journey. A child
immigrant from Mexico, she credits supportive teachers for helping
her excel in school, and her mother’s love and encouragement
for her strong work ethic, maintenance of her Spanish language and
cultural traditions at home. As a public school graduate, she strongly
believes in equity and inclusion for all students.
Under her leadership LAUSD expanded dual language programs,
increased Seal of Biliteracy student awards, and improved results for
English Learners. She has supervised school principals, developed
policies and programs and led Multilingual and Multicultural
Education. She has also taught summer institutes at UCLA’s California Reading and Literature Project focused
on literacy and language.
During the global pandemic school shutdown, Maldonado was instrumental in leading the teams responsible
for implementing Grab n Go meal distribution and the transition to a cloud-based call center to ensure rapid
responses to families and employees.
Maldonado has also collaborated with district leaders, educators, community organizations, and Fortune 500
companies to develop innovative solutions that address equity, achievement and resource gaps. Her interest
in education spans beyond the U.S. as she has been selected to travel to South Korea, Spain, and Belgium to
share and learn about opportunities and challenges for school systems.
A lifelong learner, Maldonado has been awarded the Stanton Fellowship Award by the Durfee Foundation. She
is currently completing a doctorate degree at Loyola Marymount University in Social Justice Leadership.
Maldonado earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master’s Degree from CSLA. She has also studied at
Harvard Business School after being selected to attend the Public Education Leadership Project and the
Program for Leadership Development.
Her love of nature and science are marked by experiences through scholarships from the Audubon Society and
U.S. National Parks Service during her early years as a teacher. Her hobbies are hiking, traveling, and spending
time with family and friends. She also has a passion for biographies that center around family.

