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Statements from Program Partners 
Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District, Aeron Arlin Genet, Air Pollution Control 
Officer: “We applaud the participating shipping companies, many of which have returned to this 
program year after year. Their voluntary efforts to reduce speeds have again translated to significant 
benefits for air quality and endangered whales. This program continues to show what great things 
can happen when local, state, national, and international organizations collaborate.” 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, Ali R. Ghasemi, Interim Air Pollution Control 
Officer: “Ocean-going vessels contribute over 40 percent of the nitrogen oxides emitted in Ventura 
County and the associated outer continental shelf area.  This voluntary, incentive-based program is 
a critical component of our strategy to reduce ozone-forming emissions and meet the health-based 
air quality standards.  The ozone concentrations in Ventura County were the lowest on record in 
2021 and the Vessel Speed Reduction Program was believed to be a major contributor to this 
success.” 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District, Veronica Eady, Senior Deputy Executive Officer of 
Policy and Equity:  "Both air quality and endangered whales benefit from the slower movement of 
ships through critical coastal zones. The Vessel Speed Reduction Program is a great example of a 
successful collaboration of public, private and non-profit organizations coming together to advance 
whale conservation and promote cleaner air off our coast." 
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary, Chris Mobley, Superintendent: “The National 
Marine Sanctuaries Act guides us to create models of, and incentives for, ways to conserve and 
manage, including innovative management techniques. This innovative incentive-based vessel 
speed reduction program, in collaboration with county air management districts, the shipping 
industry, other agencies, and NGOs, serves as a model for enhancing ocean and human health 
while promoting a sustainable, blue economy."    
Greater Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuaries, Maria Brown, 
Superintendent: “The survival of these endangered whales is up to all of us. The success of this 
program hinges on the shipping industry’s willingness to advance whale conservation and promote 
cleaner air, while conducting commerce, in partnership with agencies and nonprofits. By working 
together, we can ensure blue, fin, and humpback whales continue to live on this planet.” 
The Environmental Defense Center, Kristen Hislop, Marine Conservation Program Director: 
“What started as an innovative pilot project that brought together environmental groups, the shipping 
industry, as well as federal and local governments in an effort to protect endangered whales and 
improve air quality has proven incredibly effective at accomplishing both goals. The Environmental 
Defense Center will continue our work to ensure these efforts are rewarded by legislation that would 
provide this vital program with the resources it needs to thrive long into the future.” 
  
The Volgenau Foundation, Lisa Volgenau, Vice President and Board Director: “We are proud to 
be a part of this partnership that helps improve air quality and protect marine species, particularly 
endangered whales. Each year, the increasing participation of shipping companies contributes to the 
goal of a sustainable outcome. We especially commend those companies that declined their 
incentives, which truly shows their support of conservation along the coast. We hope that many 
more will follow their commitment to significantly improve ocean and human health for future 
generations.” 
  
California Marine Sanctuary Foundation, Robert Mazurek, Executive Director: “It is very 

exciting to be part of a project where everyone can see such clear benefits.  This is a win for clean 

air, a win for endangered and threatened whales, and a win for our collaborative effort, where 

government, industry, philanthropists, and nonprofits understand that it takes all of us to achieve 

significant conservation success.” 
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