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ONLINE: The Loss of the USS Conestoga: Solving one of the Top Five 
Unsolved Shipwreck Mysteries 
A Zoom Webinar presentation by Robert Schwemmer, West Coast Regional 
Maritime Heritage Coordinator for NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
 

Where: Zoom Webinar from Santa Barbara Maritime Museum, 113 Harbor Way, Santa Barbara  
When: Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 7:00pm, Q & A to follow at 7:45 pm. 
Cost: Free, but registration required 
Register: https://sbmm.org/santa-barbara-events/ or (805) 456-8747 
 

Sponsored by: Marie L Morrisroe 
 

The USS Conestoga, with 56 U.S. Navy sailors 

onboard, departed Mare Island in San Francisco Bay on 

March 25, 1921 for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and was 

never seen again. The U.S. Navy launched the largest 

sea and air search in its history, up until the search for 

Amelia Earhart’s lost plane in 1937, for the missing 

fleet tug. The Navy searched 400,000 square miles off 

the Hawaii Islands and out to Midway Atoll. Based on 

additional leads, they conducted a search off Baja 

California, Mexico as well. Ultimately the tug was 

located 2100 miles from where it was presumed lost, off Southeast Farallon Island outside the 

Golden Gate. The discovery of the USS Conestoga was announced on the 95th anniversary of 

the sinking at the United States Navy Memorial in Washington DC. In attendance were the 

Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Navy and five generations of family members of the deceased 

sailors. The presentation will include underwater video of the wreck site and an interview with 

the granddaughter of the commanding officer that was lost with his ship. 

 

Robert Schwemmer is the West Coast Regional Maritime Heritage Coordinator for NOAA's 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) and also serves on the Board of Directors for the 

Santa Barbara Maritime Museum. Schwemmer coordinates and conducts archaeological surveys 

and research for the five national marine sanctuaries located along the Pacific West Coast. He  

has worked with other NOAA scientists on projects in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, Arctic 

and Great Lakes, and assisted topside during the recovery of the gun turret from the civil war 

navy ship USS Monitor off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. Schwemmer was co-principal 

investigator with former ONMS Maritime Heritage Program director James Delgado on the 

discovery of the Conestoga, and assisted topside during the recovery of the gun turret from the 

civil war navy ship USS Monitor off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. Schwemmer said, “USS 

Conestoga has been an amazing personal journey. No other shipwreck discovery I've been 
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involved with compares to the responsibility that comes with telling the story of a group of men 

who gave the ultimate sacrifice in service to their country, locating their burial site and bringing 

closure to the families.”  
  

~ ~ ~ 
Since 2000, the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum has featured many artifacts, stories, and 
online resources to share the history of the Santa Barbara Channel with more than 40,000 
visitors annually. The museum also provides year-round experiential maritime history and 
marine science education for local youth. Featuring the impressive First-Order Fresnel 
Lighthouse Lens from Point Conception, SBMM's current exhibits explore the History of Oil in 
Santa Barbara Channel, the Honda Disaster, Brooks models, Mermaids: Visualizing the Myths 
and Legends through Photography, and Wives and Daughters: Keepers of the Light. 
 
SBMM is located at the historic Santa Barbara Harbor at 113 Harbor Way, Suite 190, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93109.  Visit sbmm.org or call (805) 962-8404 for details.  
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